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"my job was to kind of say to the
I'll do whatever
you want, but actually do exactly what

company, yes, yes.

the artist wants anyway." Pascal

Gabriel

In the mid-1980s | met Pascal Gabriel at Hollywood studios in Hackney, London where he
produced some recordings for my group. He was immediately a charming and confident fellow,
completely at home in the studio and, as a Belgian, already very much at home in Hackney.
Shortly after that he had his breakthrough hits with S’Express and Bomb The Bass and
subsequently has worked with a range of artists in the pop world, bringing an element of credibility
and depth to, sometimes, otherwise flimsy performers and pre-dating the producer/writer likes of
AJ Cook.

Throughout, he has kept the emphasis on undeniable choruses and the kind of clear production
style that became a trademark of Mute Records (with whom he has a strong relationship), wherein
the voice is front and centre and the personality of the singer is sold through the song. It’s a
particularly difficult thing to achieve so it's interesting that Pascal has taken a late turn in his music
career that finds him making vocal-less ambient music. Tracks that last for many minutes more
than the three and a half he is known for and which present mood rather than the inevitable
journey to an aural sugar-smack of a chorus.

As Stubbleman, Pascal has made a series of recordings and the latest, themed on the Tour De
France section up Mount Ventoux which he made whilst recording elements of his body’s reaction
to the hard climb on a smart watch as he cycled. It begins with the ding-a-ling of a bicycle bell and
then you are left to wander in the soundscape by yourself and choose whether or not you are on a
bike on a hard ride or floating in clouds watching someone else do all the hard work.

We caught up a couple of weeks back and talked about how he came to be half way up a
mountain measuring his heart rate. | didn’t get the answer but his journey to that point has been a
long and interesting one.

"my job was to
kind of say to
the company, yes,
I'll do

whatever you

yes.

want, but
actually do
exactly what the
artist wants

anyway." Pascal

Gabriel
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Tim: Going right back, you're in your first punk band, The Razors. What was punk like in
Belgium at that time, in 1977?

Pascal: It was a liberation from the shackles of musicianship. | had a brother four years older
than me, who was really into rock bands and complicated music. And when | heard the first
Ramones album in the local record shop, it was an amazing revelation. | was like, | can do this.

So we got together a group of guys. | still had long hair then, of course, because | wanted to be
like my brother. But | loved bands like AC DC, Purple and Led Zep and all this kind of stuff, Kiss
as well. And then punk happened.

It was quite dangerous to be punk. You had the old rockers go beat up the punks, a bit like the
mods and punks in the UK. We didn't really have mods in Belgium that | knew of, but we had the
old rockers, the kind of guys with big, old leather jackets, big motorbikes and four or five years
older than us, early 20s, and we were 16-17, sort of age group, just got our first mopeds...

| remember we went to buy the NME and we couldn't understand any of it, but we liked the photos
and we could get the look. We came to London for a weekend, and came back with lots of
badges, like Stiff, you know, ‘if it ain't stiff it ain't worth a fuck’. All these kind of tiny fun badges.
You couldn't get them in Belgium.

T: Any particular bands, apart from the Ramones, who you saw as being inspirational at
that time?

P: The Damned’s first album was a real big one. Well, The Ramones was the album that
introduced me to punk, but | could already tell that The Damned were better produced. That first
album sounds really solid and meaty and kind of still does now. It's really aged very well.

I never liked the Pistols. Some people in the gang | was with liked the Pistols. But | think the first
album was a bit too double-tracked, it wasn't raw enough. It was a bit of a produce. | never got it.
Then there was, of course, the other bands that we kind of vaguely read about in the NME like
Eater, a band who were all super young. Early Generation X were good as well a little bit later.

Coming to London and walking down Oxford Street and seeing punks not being beaten up was
quite a revelation. In our town we had to go out in groups. In London, no one cares. It was an
amazing liberation to come to London.

Suicide introduced me to the more electronic side of punk. | suppose that was a little bit later, just
maybe 77-78 maybe, | can't remember exactly, but to my mind, The Runaways came first, The
Damned then Suicide, Cabaret Voltaire and that kind of late 70s electronic punk crossover thing.

I'm having open heart surgery next week, and
I'm listening to your album

T: It's quite complicated your career. You’ve worked with some really diverse artists, from
completely opposite ends of the spectrum. What has been the difference when you've been
working with the more Stars In Their Eyes, voice competition type people like Will Young
say, and someone like Goldfrapp, someone who's got a little bit more edge to them?

P: | don't think there are many differences really. | think they're just different artists with different
directions and and Will, although he was a winner of a TV program competition, he was a totally
great guy, great professional, really nice to work with, had interesting ideas and really creative. |
mean, he was just as creative as Alison Goldfrapp. | guess | have a wide taste. | think | can
contribute with left-field people. Sometimes | contribute my pop side, if you like. And with pop
people, | contribute my left-field side. | kind of sit somewhere vaguely in the middle of this thing.

T: You recorded with Billy Mackenzie, but that was in a later stage of his life when maybe
things weren't so bright. How were those sessions for you, were they difficult?

P: It was not at all difficult. | had at the time, a reputation for being a guy who can work with what
the industry considered difficult (artists). And | never found them difficult. | just found them
discerning and and knowing what they want. We shouldn't necessarily want what the record
company wants. And so my job was to to kind of say to the company, yes, yes. I'll do whatever
you want, but actually do exactly what the artist wants.
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We worked really hard till really late in the morning. And he would have fantastic words like (‘make
it’) more cinematic here and more panoramic over there. And | thought, | get it. | get it. We did
some great work together. And then he died. He killed himself. It was just so awful.

I went to the funeral with a bunch of other people. It was very hard. And then his colleague, co-
writer, Steve Aungel, who's a keyboard player, who had been working on new songs with Billy,
asked me to finish one of the songs called Give Me Time.

It was very hard, really, really, really hard to work on the track of an artist that | think had become
a friend, really, and had killed himself. | think | did it justice. It's a really good track, but, yeah, it
would have been much better if he had been there.

The sonic quality of the vocals doesn't matter.
You can record on a two pence microphone and
on a 10 million pounds microphone, the
performance is what cuts it.

T: You work with some very good vocalists like Billy Mackenzie, then you work with other
people whose voices are perhaps a little less naturally gifted. So what do you do? How do
you vibe up a singer?

P: Record the minute they come in. | always have everything set up with the music and the rough
backing track, or whatever I'm working on, one mic, two mics, maybe set up differently and really
good balance in the cans, usually what | listen to in the speakers, is what they get. They get the
same. So | adjust to whatever they want. And always record first day.

First few takes are nearly always the best. After that, you fix those bits.

Yeah, that's it. You know, the minute they start realising they're recording, if there's a red light or
something, they freeze. And then get it gets complicated, and they think, ‘people are going to
actually listen to this’. You know, if they don't think anyone's going to listen to this but me, or they
just trying an idea out, that's the moment.

The sonic quality of the vocals doesn't matter. You can record on a two pence microphone and on
a 10 million pounds microphone, the performance is what cuts it. It might be better. It might not be
better. You might want to destroy the quality of a 10,000k microphone to make it sound like a 100
pounds microphone, because it fits the track better.

Don't be proud. You know, with your mic, with your posh microphones. | mean, I've got posh
microphones, but sometimes they’re worse than really cheap microphones. Record all the time is
the key.

T: On the other side of working with people who are really legendary and lovely people.
Have you worked with anyone who's been a major pain in the ass? You don't have to name
them, but can you describe what happened?

P: ******* (very well known singer in a very famous ‘girl’ band) was a fucking pain. Her dog shat
everywhere, you know, then ran after our cat. She left her cigarette ash everywhere on the floor. It
was just completely disrespectful and really not nice. | don't know what she was on, but she
confused the verses, the choruses completely, couldn't remember a single melody.

T: You know that’s going to be the headline, right?

P: Thank you. Tim, good, well, she was a nasty old Tory as well and she was really nasty to a
friend of mine. A top-line writer | was working with, and she made her cry and said, ‘you’ll never
work in this industry again’. She's is not a nice person.



Any mixing console. That's where the cooking
happens. You know, you the rest of it is
ingredients.

T: What is your favourite bit of gear, Pascal, perhaps ever, or maybe just your favourite bit
at the moment?

P: A mixing console, any mixing console, because that's where, whether it's virtual or real, that's
where things happen. You cut things out, you put things in, you make things lead or not lead, you
pan them left and right. That's where the cooking happens. You know, you the rest of it is
ingredients. You can write a great song and a great performance on the two track with an acoustic
guitar or a sequencer and vocals, but the balance of it and where you place things is super
important. So the mixing console is the piece of gear | couldn't live without.

T: Let's get on to Stubbleman. Where does the name come from?

P: Ah, the name comes from when | started going out with Pippa, my wife, she had a restaurant
called Carnevale, and all the staff in the restaurant had a nickname for regular customers. | was
Stubbleman. There was a guy called Mr. Hot Chocolate Man, there was Mr. Double Barrelled.
Everyone had different nicknames. And when | started going out with Pippa all the staff were, ‘oh,
you're going out with Stubbleman'. So 30 years later, when | was looking for a name for the
project, you know, names for projects are just a pain in the ass. It's really hard to find a name
that’s comfortable, that doesn't represent anything wrong in your head, and also that no one else
has taken - Pippa said, ‘why don't you use Stubbleman? it's quite good’. And so, yeah, so | looked
it up. Stubbleman wasn't taken.

it was very difficult to introduce Cluster into Kylie
Minogue

T: When you started considering creating more ambient sounding music, did you have any
inspirational artists that you were looking at, or were you coming at it from a kind of a raw
point of view, whereby you didn't know so much and you hadn't heard so much?

P: In the late 70s and early 80s, | loved early Brian Eno. | loved all the German rock ambient stuff,
like Cluster (and) | was well aware of them throughout my pop career. They were always
something that | listened to at home, but it was very difficult to introduce Cluster into Kylie
Minogue. Sonically, maybe, but not in song structure or in the vocal placement.

The whole idea with Stubbleman was, in the early 80s, before | became, fortunately, successful in
doing basically pop music, although it was left of centre pop music. | experimented a lot. | was in
an art school band called Church of Friendly Valley in 1981 where we were basically sounding like
Per Ubu. Basically we were Per Ubu, made in England. That's not ambient, of course, but | was
really into experimental music, much more than pop music throughout the early 80s.

Then through doing Bomb the Bass and S’Express, | started to get offered a lot of more pop,
because somehow | was quite good at it.

After 25 years of doing pop, | kind of missed experimentation and doing things without
boundaries, or my boundaries anyway. Stubbleman was born after a trip where Pippa and | had
taken 10 weeks to drive from the East Coast to the West Coast of the US. And throughout the trip,
| recorded loads of ideas on my little computer. And | thought, maybe there's an album in this.

Actually, it was quite liberating. To not write for pop, you know. And so that was the first
Stubbleman album.

T: The best ambient music is practical music, because it's not about it taking you
somewhere, so much as you being somewhere or doing something and enhancing what
you're doing. You've got the choice of diving in and immersing yourself, or you can just
float on the surface and just let it, help things along. It's possible to make ambient music



with a minimal amount of musical talent or teaching. It's possible to do ambient music with
the most basic equipment as well. It's kind of punky in its own way. Do you see it as being,
how can | put this? Is it like making a punk song for you? Is it like if you know two chords
write a song?

P: | never really think about it in those terms. | mean, Maybe it can be considered punk by itself,
but | think it's just music. It's just music.

What's been really gratifying is one person sent me a message on Bandcamp, and he said, I'm
having open heart surgery next week, and I'm listening to your album. And that's what motivated
me to go through this. That's kind of heavy, but it's really great.

Any music contributes to the great of the world, to good things of the world. If the music is not
hateful words or or dissing words or things that put people down, if | put joy in people's life with
my music, | think that's brilliant. So | never think about it in punk terms or making people
antagonise people. No, I'm not trying to do that. I'm just doing music to please myself and and if
through that, | piss some people off, then that's their problem.

| had the same attitude, even when | did punk music, it was, yes, of course, | was a young, you
know, spotty teenager, rebellious. But the pleasure was to please, to somehow get all the people
on your side and think, we love this.

Wow, this guy's doing porn-art music with insects

T: What was the first time you used a sampler, and what did you sample?

P: The very first time | use a sampler was a Fairlight, the computer sampler thing. Because | was
a programmer. During my engineering time, | worked with a client. What were they called? SPK,
‘surgical penis clinic’ (Klinic?). An Australian guy, and he'd done a whole album using insects as
source of sounds. This is back in ‘84 maybe '83

So after helping him through recording the album and mixing it, | got to know the Fairlight. |
became a Fairlight programmer for a company as well as freelance engineer. So | got to use the
Fairlight. But it was fascinating. Wow, this guy's doing porn-art music with insects. Whoa, you
know.

Stubbleman - Once the road (Official Video)
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#9. Mick Mercer (Mar 30th) — (?story=mick-
mercer-the-sunday-interview)

#10. Moose McKillop (Apr 6th) — (?story=moose-

#21. Knox Chandler (Jun 22nd)_— (?story=knox-
chandler-the-sunday-interview)

#22. Jah Wobble (Jun 29th) — (?story=jah-
wobble-the-sunday-interview)

mckillop-the-sunday-interview)
#11. Hafizat Adegbile (Apr 13th) = (2
story=hafizat-adegbile-the-sunday-interview)

#12. Dean Wareham (Apr 20th) — (?story=dean-

wareham-the-sunday-interview),
#13. Sam Battle (Apr 27th) — (?story=sam-battle-

#23. Wayne Dean-Richards (Jul 6th) = (?
story=wayne-dean-richards-the-sunday-interview)
#24. Kate Cherrell (Jul 13th) — (?story=kate-

cherrell-the-sunday-interview)
#25. Andrew Fearn (Jul 20th)_— (?story=andrew-

fearn-the-sunday-interview)

the-sunday-interview)
#14. Amélie Ravalec (May_4th) — (?story=am-lie-

#26. Dennis Bovell (Jul 27th) — (?story=dennis-
bovell-the-sunday-interview)
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story=cameron-mcvey-the-sunday-interview)
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#18. Steve Von Till (Jun 1st)_— (?story=steve-von-
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#31. R.M. Francis (Sep 7th)_— (?story=rm-francis-
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Tim London (about.php?worker=tim-london)

Qs

Tim London is a musician, music producer and writer.

Originally from a New Town in Essex he is at home

amidst concrete and grand plans for the working class.

Tim's latest thriller,

Smith,

is available now. Find

out more at timothylondon.com

(https://www.timothylondon.com/)

about Tim I.ondon »»
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OUTSIDELEFT
WEEKLY DIGEST

A curated selection of the
latest stories from Qutsideleft,
compiled for your weekly

reading pleasure. Sep 6th -
Sep 12th [more...]

(main.php?story=outsideleft-

RECENT STORIES

SUMINDER-VIRK:

ECHOES OF
CHANDIGARH

Ancient Champion culture
vulturing across town from the
Ikon's Gathering Threads to
the Hive's new Suminder Virk

brutalist...

(main.php?story=suminder-

weekly-digest-5)

FRESH NEW FACES

#4: SPINCYCLE

Psychedelics in a spin

(main.php?story=fresh-new-

virk-echoes-of-chandigarh)

OUTSIDELEFT WEEK

IN MUSIC ZIG-ZAG
BOOGIE

we're hearing from...Zig-Zag

Band, Black Rose Moves,

[0} Haphazard, Scorle,

Hiroshimabend, Gayle Young -
Robert Wheeler, Elliott Skinner
[more...]

(main.php?story=outsideleft-
week-in-music-zig-zag-

THE COMPATRIOTS

ARE COMING FOR
YOU

Streaming soon [more...]

(main.php?story=the-

faces-4-spincycle)

WIGGLE,
WIGGLE,
WIGGLE,
WIGGLE,
WIGGLE.
WIGGLE.
WIGGLE,
WIGGLE,
WIGGLE

Pete Astor is Coming to
Town with a Worm in His

Brain or No. Come and

See Faimain.php?
Felirann2@die-wiggle-

wiggle-wiggle-wiggle-

compatriots-are-coming-for-

you)

boogie)

SHOCK FACTORY

Alan Rider dives deep into
Nicolas Ballet's

comprehensive analysis of the
multiple artistic influences
feeding Industrial Music's
visual...

(main.php?story=shock-
factory)

TIMBRES ACROSS

TIME

Discovering Teppana Janis in
Tokyo

php?story=ti
across-time)

WRITE FOR
OUTSIDELEFT

Ever wanted to write about art

music and culture for a

worldwide audience? Then
Outsideleft is for...

(main.php?story=write-for-

JAPAN ART
REVOLUTION

Amélie Ravalec's stunning new

art book gets it's UK launch in
London on September 25th

(main.php?story=japan-art-
revolution)

JANIQUE JAMES &

DJ WOODENHAND
AT THE NIGHT OUT

The Outsideleft Night Out
returns with a wonderful one...

(main.php?story=janique-

outsideleft)

RANDOM READS

james-dj-woodenhand-at-
the-night-out)

BACK TO BLACK

Alan Rider watches the
determined
transformation of The
Selecter’s Pauline Black
from an abused and
discriminated against
January 2025

(main.php?story=back-

FELA KUTIIN A
NEW BOX

DJ Fuzzy Felt gets where

BEHIND THE
COUNTERCULTURE

#39 (USA): ERIC

Idris Elba is going with
his curated collection of

Fela Kuti material
December 2023

(main.php?story=fela-

to-black)

kuti-in-a-new-box)

'EAZY-E'
WRIGHT
On the anniversary of

Eazy's death [more...]
March 2022

(main.php?
story=behind-the-

ONE IMAGINARY

GOTH

Alan Rider talks to The
Cure co-founder Lol

Tolhurst about Curious
Creatures, getting back
to recording basics,
and...

September 2023

(main.php?story=one-

imaginary-goth)

REBECCA
PIDGEON:
VANISHING
INTO SOMEONE

ELSE'S
LANDSCAPE

John Robinson reviews

actress and musician
Rebecca Pidgeon's new

album 'Unillusion’
August 2025

(main.php?
story=rebecca-
pidgeon-vanishing-
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WHAT READERS ARE READING...

1. Frest New Faces #4: SeiNcycLE
Psychedelics in a spin (main.php?story=fresh-

new-faces-4-spincycle)
2. JapaN ART REVOLUTION

Amélie Ravalec's stunning new art book gets it's UK

launch in London on September 25th (main.php?

story=japan-art-revolution)

3. SHock FAcToRY
Alan Rider dives deep into Nicolas Ballet's

comprehensive analysis of the multiple artistic

influences feeding Industrial Music's visual
iconography (main.php?story=shock-factory)
4. THe CompatrioTs Are Coming For You

The Compatriots (main.php?story=the-

compatriots-are-coming-for-you)

5. Janioue James & DJ WooDENHAND AT THE NIGHT
Out
The Outsideleft Night Out returns with a wonderful

one... (main.php?story=janique-james-dj-

woodenhand-at-the-night-out)
6. OutsipeLEFT WEEK IN Music Zic-Zac Boocle

we're hearing from...Zig-Zag Band, Black Rose
Moves, Sweetpool, HAAI, Prophet O'Haphazard,

Scorie, Hiroshimabend, Gayle Young - Robert
Wheeler, Elliott Skinner, Soft Cell, Teppana Janis, Big

Thief, Talk To Her, Victor Jara, Raphaél Pannier /

Khadim Niang, The Mountain Goats, Glass Museum,
Sara Serpa & Matt Mitchell, This Will Destroy Your
Ears, Shrunken Elvis, The Rakers, Soho, Go
Kurosawa, Revis, Midnight & the Lemon Boys,

Tortoise, Barbra Streisand and Bob Dylan, JayWood,

Mac Miller, Kali Malone & Drew McDowall, Lava La
Rue (main.php?story=outsideleft-week-in-

music-zig-zag-boogie)
7. Testinc TIMES
Cult 80's industrial metal bashers Test Department

announce box set re-issues, live dates and a new

album (main.php?story=testing-times)

8. TimBres Across TIME

Discovering Teppana Janis in Tokyo (main.php?

story=timbres-across-time)
9. MoJA: MoST DEFINITELY NOT KARAOKE

Moja, ahead of their upcoming European tour
(main.php?story=moja-most-definitely-not-

karaoke)

10. I7's Terry EpwarDS WEEK IN OUTSIDELEFT
It's Terry Edwards Week in Outsideleft - All Week
(main.php?story=its-terry-edwards-week-in-

outsideleft)

counterculture-39-usa-
eric-eazy-e-wright)

ALL ABOUT AND CONTRIBUTORS
HELP OUTSIDELEFT

Outsideleft exists on a precarious no budget budget. We are interested
in hearing from deep and deeper pocket types willing to underwrite our
cultural vulture activity. We're not so interested in plastering your
product all over our stories, but something more subtle and dignified for
all parties concerned. Contact us and let's talk. [HELP OUTSIDELEFT
(contact.php?page=support-outsideleft)]

WRITE FOR OUTSIDELEFT

If Outsideleft had arms they would always be wide open and welcoming
to new writers and new ideas. If you've got something to say, something
a small dank corner of the world needs to know about, a poem to
publish, a book review, a short story, if you love music or the arts or
anything else, write something about it and send it along. Of course we
don't have anything as conformist as a budget here. But we'd love to see
what you can do. Write for Outsideleft, do. [SUBMISSIONS FORM HERE
(contact.php?page=write-for-outsideleft)]

WRITERS THRU' THE YEARS

worker=david-hackney), David O'Byrne (about.php?worker=david-o-byrne), Denni Boyd
(about.php?worker=denni-boyd), Dirty, Lillie (about.php?worker=dirty-lillie), DI Fuzzyfelt

worker=erin-scott), Gracey Babs (about.php?worker=gracey-babs), Graham Baker
(about.php?worker=graham-baker), Guilaine Arts (about.php?worker=guilaine-arts), H.xx
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WEEK IN MUSIC

OUTSIDELEFT WEEK IN
MUSIC featuring Zig-Zag
Band, Black Rose Moves,
Sweetpool, HAAI, Prophet
0'Haphazard, Scorie,
Hiroshimabend, Gayle
Young - Robert Wheeler,
Elliott Skinner, Soft Cell,
Teppana Janis, Big Thief,
Talk To Her, Victor Jara

Zig_Zag Band Raphaél Pannier / Khadim
Ndzirombi Niang, The Mountain
The Week in Music. See/hear it Goats, Glass Museum,
here every week - Sara Serpa & Matt

Mitchell, This Will Destroy,
Your Ears, Shrunken Elvis,
The Rakers, Soho, Go
Kurosawa, Revis,
Midnight & the Lemon
Boys, Tortoise, Barbra

(https://outsideleft.com/main.php?

story=outsideleft-week-in-music-—

Streisand and Bob Dylan,

JayWood, Mac Miller, Kali

Malone & Drew McDowall,
LavalaRue =
https://outsideleft.com/main.php?

story=outsideleft-week-
in-music-zig-zag-boogie),

ADVENTURES IN THE ARCHIVES

MUSIC (https://www.outsideleft.com/archived.php? CULTURE (https://www.outsideleft.com/archived.php? LIT (https://www.outsideleft.com/archived.php?
catlD=30) catlD=50) catlD=70)
(d
= . @ . oo
SCREENS (https://www.outsideleft.com/archived.php? PRODUCT (https://www.outsideleft.com/archived.php? SSH (https://www.outsideleft.com/archived.php?
catlD=40) catlD=60) catlD=80)

O OUTSIDELEFT CONTENT IS NOT FOR EVERYONE

archives — MUSIC (archived.php?catID=30) CULTURE (archived.php?catID=50) LIT. (archived.php?catlD=70) SCREEN (archived.php?catlD=40)

PRODUCT (archived.php?catlD=60) SPORTS SEX HEALTH (archived.php?catID=80) Q

(https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Vb60kuQ5P0O10vO5TMAOQI)
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